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Inadvertently forming the low-end of Starfighter Command’s Carrier force, the Santee 
(CVS 1925) class was yet another attempt by Starfleet to protect its strained logistical 
lines during the volatile days of the Four Years War.  Building on outmoded assumptions 
about carriers, starfighters and their effectiveness against the Klingon threat, Santee 
proved them correct and helped stem the tide of logistical losses. 
 
Up to the point the Klingons went on the offensive and war broke out, the wholesale 
modernization of Starfleet proceeded both in a patchwork manner and at a snail’s 
pace.  The introduction of the Ptolemy (TT 3801) class Transport-Tug along with continued 
construction of the Independence class Freighter created a sprawling logistical 
apparatus.  Here, there was no problem.  The problem existed solely on the front 
lines.  Constitution (CH 1700) was Starfleet’s largest and most powerful capital ship class, 
besting the previous Baton Rouge (CA 1300) by many orders of magnitude.  Saladin (DD 
500) was intended to take Constitution’s firepower and repackage it into something 
smaller and nimbler that could be produced in quantity relatively quickly. 
 
This all sounded good in theory and for many years following the launch of each (in 2221 
and 2224 respectively), it seemed as if a new deployment doctrine was beginning to 
solidify.  Though once hostilities broke out, several serious problems arose.  The first was 
the fact that Starfleet Command was highly reticent to send Constitution into battle.  The 
prestige already accorded the class combined with the Admiralty’s aspirations for it 
made the prospect of a wartime loss too inconceivable to bear.  Secondly, the warp 
field problems of the single-nacelle Saladin blunted its offensive effectiveness.  Despite 
the large anticipated production lot, these problems put the class in an unfavorable 
position vis-a-vis its Klingon contemporaries.  Finally, despite the fact Starfleet’s Transport 
Command had over 500 Independence (FG 1900) class Freighters in service at the 
beginning of the conflict, the cancellation of an additional  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
build group combined with the fact these ships were suffering heavy losses began to 
place a tremendous strain on the fleet’s logistics. 
 
The solutions hurriedly put forth reeked of desperation, but would bear fruit in time.  A 
smattering of classes to replace Saladin on the front lines and boost the fleet’s still-
meager offensive capability met with uneven results until the advent of the Pyotr Velikiy 
(2239), Surya (2241) and Kiaga (2247) classes.   
 
Saladin and Loknar (FF 2700), once pulled from the front lines found themselves often 
guarding vital planets and fixed installations, with precious few examples available for 
escort duty.  Old attitudes proved too stubborn to fully die out though and Starfleet 
refused to field a dedicated escort class, instead choosing to throw numbers at the 
problem (increasing production of the Ptolemy class, the Sherman class Cargo Drone, 
pulling the DY-X from mothballs and finally authorizing an additional Independence class 
build group) while keeping most viable combat units on the front lines. 
 
An economic solution presented itself in mid 2247 when a large civilian shipping concern 
went under, Starfleet requisitioning the concern’s entire lot of neutronic fuel 
carriers.  Examining the hulls, the ASDB found them suitable for use, but in what 
capacity?  The overall interior volume was about on par with Constitution’s secondary 
hull and as such, it presented many tantalizing possibilities.  The most economical 
involved the installation of a unique split-level flight deck to accommodate high-tempo 
small craft operations.  Though small and rather ineffective against modern capital ships, 
in sufficient numbers most proved to be quite the opposite when sent up against the 
kinds of Gunboats, Destroyers and Frigates the Klingons used to harass Starfleet vessels 
and supply convoys. 
 



From here, the only other modification of note involved altering the connecting dorsal 
(extending it in length) and then mating that to the fleet standard primary hull via a 
minimalist nacelle/engineering assembly. ‘Exigent circumstances’ allowed the ASDB to 
ignore traditional multi-mission capability or adaptability in favor of strict single-
mindedness.  The primary hull therefore dispensed with laboratories, diplomatic 
accommodations and lush, star-liner grade recreational facilities in favor of cargo & 
weapons storage, personnel & pilot accommodations and command & control spaces. 
 
Monotronic computer systems formed the brain of this new class, codenamed 
Santee.  A full C3 suite was the most extensive modification, followed by the addition of 
the MX-5 fire control system.  Armament was unremarkable for a ship of this size--the 
saucer retaining Saladin’s 3 Phase Banks and 2 2nd Class Torpedo Launchers, while an 
additional 2 Phase Banks covered the hangar bays (1 above/below the secondary 
hull).  It did however feature Cruiser-grade shielding, Santee’s system rated for a 
capacity of 573,500 terajoules which put it close behind Pyotr Velikiy (CA 1670).   
 
The unique flight deck now comprising most of Santee’s secondary hull could operate 
the full range of Starfleet small craft, including the Class F shuttle and older Class D 
shuttlepod and Thunderbolt class Attack Fighter, but was optimized to operate the D-17 
class Attack Fighter.  Capable of low warp speeds and featuring outstanding sublight 
maneuverability, it was ideal for short range scouting/reconnaissance duties out ahead 
of a convoy, escorting alongside one, or launching under attack in response to an 
external threat.  Rated to embark just 12 craft, Santee was therefore classified as an 
Escort Carrier (CVE) initially.  
 
The course of the war thus far had strained not only Starfleet’s logistical apparatus, but 
that of the Imperial Klingon Defense Forces (IKDF) as well.  So, with that, convoys were 
not only at risk of destruction, but capture as well.  Keeping that in mind, Santee 
featured room to accommodate a full platoon (60) of MARSOC operators.  Trained in 
special reconnaissance, hostage rescue and counter-terrorism, among other things, they 
were the most hardened and capable field units.  Their deployment aboard Santee 
would influence operational planning for decades to come. 
 
Final modification and outfitting took place at frontierward facilities, primarily the 
Aldebaran and Beta Antares shipyards.  From here, the ships were able to deploy quickly 
and begin operations along the major supply routes.  Following modification of the 
existing civilian fuel carrier hulls, Transport Command requested additional examples be 
constructed to help cover the final Independence build group.  This subsequent 
construction took place entirely in core systems adjacent to those where the Freighters 
were being constructed.   
 
Santee’s wartime service proved mostly uneventful.  They deployed on escort missions 
alone and occasionally accompanied by various Destroyer types.  She outclassed many 
of her opponents--primarily G-1/Sentinel class Gunboats and F-5/Kuve class Frigates--as 
well. However, one engagement tragically stood out. 
 

In 2248, the Santee (CVS 1925) and Suwanee (CVS 1928) were escorting a large 
colonization flotilla approximately 15.8 light years from the supply depot at Al Nath to the 
(then) uninhabited Sirrie star system.  The Klingons, already spread thin, maintained a 
token raiding force at Dorala.  The 2 Frigates (1 F-5, 1 F-6B) and 4 Gunboats set upon the 
convoy relatively quickly slightly more than 2 light years from their destination and 
executed a relatively rare, but destructive suicide attack.  Missile and disruptor fire from 
the Frigates kept the carriers distracted while the gunboats flew directly into the 
shuttlebays of each, igniting their fuel stores and causing massive explosions.  Believing 
both ships to be mortally wounded, the surviving Klingons chose to flee in an 
uncharacteristic move. 
 
Santee suffered the worst damage, suffering multiple hull ruptures in her saucer and one 
of her warp nacelles shattered all due to flying debris.  Suwanee suffered multiple hull 
ruptures in her secondary hull and severe damage to her navigational 
deflector.  Fortunately, though, the unorthodox design and placement of the class’ 
engineering section prevented a catastrophe.  The Frigate Cairo (FF 2767) along with the 
Destroyers Cortez (DD 536) and Drake (DD 541) arrived not long after and assisted in on-
site repairs which saw both vessels restore limited warp capability.   
 
Together with a fighter escort, the damaged vessels and their new comrades completed 
the escort mission and saw the establishment of the Sirrie IV Colony.  They then 
backtracked to the Al Nath depot and took on additional spare parts and supplies that 
enabled them to make additional repairs and complete a 60 light year journey to 
Starbase 11.  There, both Santee and Suwanee entered drydock for more 
comprehensive work.  The latter returned to active duty and took on an active anti-
piracy role with her one-time rescuers (tackling what IKDF irritants were left in the face of 
increasing losses).  The former on the other hand, was removed from active duty and 
placed under the auspices of Starfleet’s Starfighter Command who used it to establish 
the 2nd Training Wing at the ever-sprawling Tanandra Bay Naval Base on Ajilon Prime 
(the first training facility located outside the core systems). 
 
Following the definitive defeat of Klingon forces at the Battle of Kolm-An and the 
subsequent end of the war in 2250, Starfleet’s Carrier force grew both in size--with the 
introduction of Yorktown/CV 2200 in 2253--and utility--the Class G/’Voyager’ Heavy 
Shuttle filtering out into the fleet in large numbers beginning in 2252.  By 2260, each of 
the fleet’s 3 Carrier classes had carved out something of a niche for 
themselves.  Yorktown and Independence (CVL 1590) operated as part of Carrier Strike 
Groups (CSGs) and undertook deterrence patrols and dedicated anti-piracy/counter-
terrorism missions respectively.  Santee, now reclassified as a Shuttlecarrier (CVS), 
remained a dedicated convoy escort platform and due to its cargo capacity and ability 
to embark the Class G, gradually became enmeshed in Starfleet’s logistical support 
structure (ferrying cargo, passengers and the like between various destinations). 
 
Unlike the former two, Santee was absent from the few major conflicts that pockmarked 
the latter half of the Class I era.  Whether this was due to the design flaw (centralized fuel 
storage) that contributed to the damage Santee and Suwanee suffered during the Four 
Years War, or whether it was due to the proliferation of classes like Kiaga and Federation 



was a matter of debate among some.  Either way though, it gave Santee a singular 
measure of distinction that was unmatched throughout the rest of the 23rd century. 
 
Developing a successor, which Starfleet hoped to have in place no later than 2280, 
proved to be somewhat problematic.  The Cammel IV revelations inflamed pacifist 
sentiment within the Federation General Assembly. Even with full Security Council 
backing, Starfleet’s champions in that august body found it difficult, if not impossible to 
get the needed political support for many new ship classes, no matter their intended 
use. 
 
Given the complexities that came with the switch to Linear drive in the early 2270s 
combined with these political difficulties, Starfleet Command elected not to field a 
dedicated replacement for Santee, instead, expanding the mission requirements of the 
Casablanca (CVL 1880) class.  Considering that Santee’s mission profile continued to be 
a low-intensity one, there was little opposition to keeping it in service (doing so later 
provided ready ammunition to critics of the over-hyped Class II program). 
 
Beyond the updates in 2252 and 2266 which brought duotronic computer systems and 
PB-47 warp engines among other things, a final, wide-ranging update occurred in 
2277.  The PB-47 engines were completely overhauled to extend their service lives 
(resulting in the PB-47 ‘Mod 3’ moniker), a modern and more powerful navigational 
deflector dish was installed and the hangar bays were overhauled to accommodate 
the Class V family of starfighters (Wasp, Hornet, Yellowjacket).   
 

The wisdom of maintaining the class in service well into the Linear Warp Era was brought 
into question during the ‘Tal Taan Offensive’ that began in 2283 and lasted into the early 
part of 2284.  Masterminded by Kresz sutai-Kargon, the campaign against 
civilian/merchant shipping was his revenge for the humiliation he suffered following the 
‘Kargon Incident’ (Starfleet, retaliating for Kargon’s destruction of two Heavy Frigates 
and a Heavy Cruiser, tracked his ship down, crippled it and left him to languish rather 
than grant him a glorious death in battle).  Notorious for his brutality, which was extreme 
even by Klingon standards, he and his forces were unrelenting.  Theoretically, Santee 
was capable of opposing Kargon’s D-18 class Destroyers, however his wolfpack tactics 
together with his use of the more powerful D-8/K’Tinga class Battlecruiser proved quite 
problematic.  On three separate occasions, Santee class ships and their fighter 
squadrons were overwhelmed and nearly destroyed while multiple vessels under their 
protection were.   
 
This decision was not rectified until 2286.  The Santee class was retired en masse from 
front line service and re-assigned to the Reserve Forces Command.  Kiaga (DD 820) class 
Destroyers replaced them in the convoy escort role (as Kiaga’s Akyazi class replacement 
began serial production) until 2287 when the Curry class entered service. 
 
Santee herself continued as a part of the 2nd Training Wing until 2293 when she was 
officially stricken from Starfleet’s vessel registry and transferred to the Fleet Museum in the 
Sol system.  Remaining examples of the class were similarly stricken and scrapped over a 
two-year period from 2294 to 2296. 

 
  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Santee, circa 2267 (top), 2285 (bottom) 
 
 
 
 
  

Class 
Classification 
 
Service 
 
Length 
Beam 
Height 
Decks 
 
 
 

Santee 
Shuttlecarrier 
 
2247-2294 
 
286m 
127m 
67m 
22 
 

Mass 
 
Compliment 

684,000 metric tons 
 
325 

Armament 
 
 
 
 

Defense Systems 

5 Phase Banks (2247-49) 
8 Type VI Phaser Banks (2249-94) 
 
2 2nd Class Torpedo Launchers 
 
 
Standard Deflector Shield System 
        total capacity 573,500 terrajoules 
 
Standard Monotanium Double Hull 



 
  



 
  



Editor’s Annotations 
 
 
Initially, my take on Santee was slow to get off the ground—like Yorktown, I couldn’t figure out how to position her.  Then the whole ‘Escort Carrier’ idea occurred to me and so I 
took that and ran with it.  Since I didn’t want to plug this class in to my whole Four Years War narrative, the history is relatively non-descript.  The bit about the Klingon kamikaze run 
comes from Richard Mandel’s history of the class in Vol. 10 of the Federation Spaceflight Chronology (can find this on my page under the ‘Resources’ tab on the upper right). 
 
The whole length of it too would’ve been shorter than it turned out had I not found the original schematic done up by Mark A. Wilson/Federation Frontiers.  If it wouldn’t be for the 
hull/nacelle pennants, TMP-like typography and the deflector dish, I would’ve just discarded this in favor of the modified version by Neale Davidson.  That said, I didn’t want to 
ignore a unique piece of fandom history like that, so I kept it in.  I found that with that Escort Carrier idea, I was able to tie Santee in to another piece of FASA lore I have often 
included (the ‘Tal Taan Offensive’).  From there it became easier for me to bring things to a conclusion. 
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