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 The replacement for Earth Starfleet’s Delta class Strike Cruiser, the Kiaga class 
Destroyer was a staple of the Class I Era—arriving during a period of astro-political upheaval 
and rapid technological change.  A key player during the Four Years War with the Klingon 
Empire, its contributions helped ensure a Federation victory and chart the larger overall 
course of galactic politics through the end of the 23rd Century. 
 
 The Class I Era, in a very practical sense, was all about redefining starships—how they 
were thought of and conceived.  Prior eras had emphasized utility and function above all 
else and ships themselves were little more than utilitarian tools.  Conflict though, with major 
adversaries including the Romulans, Klingons and Kzinti, turned those narrow perceptions on 
end and brought about a forced paradigm shift in traditional schools of thought.  Concepts 
such as power projection and deterrence combined together with traditional schools of 
thought regarding utility and the Federation’s broader emphasis on exploration and 
scientific research transformed starships from mere tools to vehicles with great tactical, 
strategic and political importance. 
 
 Kiaga then, was intended to be a ‘take-no-prisoners’ deterrent to both internal and 
external threats—performing patrol, interdiction and surveillance duties as well as 
constituting a first line of defense against such threats, as a rapid-response platform. 
 
 Development by the ASDB began in 2244, initially taking a backseat to the numerous 
other projects spawned as part of the Class I program.  A mere 112 meters in length, it 
eschewed any sense of ‘traditional’ design aesthetics, having absolutely nothing in 
common visually with many of the fleet’s mainline starship classes.  Even the Marklin (DH 
1200) class—which had its roots in the earlier ‘Baton Rouge’ era—maintained basic design 
commonality.  Kiaga’s design though, took on a rough ‘frying pan’ look—with a large 
saucer, attached to which was the long, sleek secondary hull (the ‘pan handle’) and warp 
nacelles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The saucer itself was simplistic in design—forgoing a modified version of the fleet 
standard model for one that was highly distinct.  Flat and tapered at the outer edge, 
concaved ventrally and with a more pronounced dorsal rise, it was felt a distinct design 
would be better suited to the enhanced survivability requirements and better adapted to 
the unique systems slated to be employed on the class.  Chief among these was the 
sophisticated sensor suite—the most sophisticated suite short of that employed aboard the 
Hermes (ST 585) class Scout.  A ventrally-located sensor dome and two large dorsal blisters 
comprised the majority of the suite while more specialized, high-resolution and multi-
spectral sensor systems were housed in 8 banks which lined the secondary hull—4 to a side. 
 
 The secondary hull—despite its unusual design—was a comparatively simple affair.  
Like many other classes, it housed the majority of Kiaga’s power generation, propulsion and 
utility systems along with the requisite engineering control spaces.  The aforementioned 
sensor systems were positioned forward along with the single Torpedo Launcher, while the 
warp engines were further back and a small hangar bay was at the extreme aft end. 
 
 The warp engines themselves were particularly notable.  ‘PB-X’ models, they were the 
products of the Advanced Circumferential Engine (ACE) research & development project.  
Charged with developing an advanced, high-endurance engine that was capable of 
speeds eclipsing those of current designs as well as being fundamentally more flexible in 
design and operation (as was the case with Klingon ‘S-Graph’ units), the end result of this 
project were the PB-X engines.  Rated for a nominal cruising speed of Warp 7.5 and an 
emergency burst speed of Warp 10, these were without a doubt the most advanced 
engines of their type in service.  However, technological winds were blowing in a different 
direction and Kiaga would end up being the only class equipped with these engines. 
 
 The presence of a hangar bay on Kiaga was a rarity for a starship of her size—not 
becoming more widely adopted until the 2270’s during the Linear Warp Era.  Comparatively 



spacious, it had enough room to embark 2 craft—either Type I/Class F Shuttles or D-17/-A 
Attack Fighters.   
 
  Befitting its mission profile, Kiaga eschewed the standard pearlescent thermacoat for 
a dark, charcoal grey appearance from bow to stern—a combination of high-density 
armor plating over which was placed a coating of an experimental sensor-scattering 
material.  Naturally, armament was also an important part of such a ship and like its warp 
engines, Kiaga featured bleeding edge weaponry. 
 
 The first starship to be deployed with Phaser weaponry, the destroyer carried it in two 
forms—banks at the ventral-forward, dorsal-port and dorsal-starboard locations and 
cannons, mounted ventrally, forward facing along the saucer’s outer edge.  Still 
experimental, these weapons were capable of expending 1.6 times more energy than their 
Laser based counterparts and 2.8 times more than their phase-modulated particle/plasma 
based counterparts, though due to engineering/technical considerations, this energy could 
only be sustained for a fraction of the time.  In application, this caused the energy to be 
released in short, though controlled ‘pulses’ which proved highly destructive upon target 
impact.  These phaser cannons were the genesis for more powerful units deployed during 
the 23rd Century (sometimes referred to as ‘Megaphasers’ or ‘Heavy Phasers’) and set the 
stage for their emergence as commonplace weaponry in the latter half of the 24th Century 
(aboard Kiaga’s spiritual descendent, Defiant).   
 
 The class entered fleet service in 2247, none too soon.  The Four Years War had thus 
far seen the Klingon Defense Forces penetrate the Federation border at various points, 
scoring major victories at the Battles of GR-1 and Nozseca VIII.  Starfleet had scored 
scattered victories—the Second Battle of Axanar and Battle of Revonet—but was still largely 
operating from a defensive standpoint.   
 

That changed during the Nostveg Engagement late in the year.  Kiaga by this time, 
filled several squadrons.  Three of those—the 11th, 28th and 32nd Strike Squardons—were 
present along with a mixture of larger Capital Ships.  Executing a multiple-tier, straight-line 
assault with the Kiaga elements leading the charge, Starfleet eviscerated 5 disorganized 
squadrons of Klingon Destroyers, some of which responded with trailing-V formations.  
Capitalizing on this glaring tactical misstep by the KDF allowed Starfleet to win the day and 
push the Klingons back, keeping them off balance. 
 
 Following this spectacular baptism of fire, Kiagas were present at almost every 
subsequent engagement—including the Battle of Thranstor, where Phaser weaponry was 
deployed in a wider scale, the Battle of Grank, the largest fleet action of the war, and the 
Battle of Kolm-An, where the last remaining Klingon supply base in Federation space was 
destroyed. 
 
 With the end of open hostilities and the dawn of a renewed ‘cold war’ period 
beginning in mid 2250, Kiaga remained at home along the Klingon Neutral Zone and other 
major frontier and borderspace regions, interdicting raiders, pirates and other such threats 
as well as using their special sensor suites to assist fleet scouts such as Hermes (ST 585) in the 
intelligence gathering role. 
 

 As Starfleet moved into the Linear Warp era, a suitable replacement was sought for 
Kiaga, resulting in the inception of the Perimeter Action Ship program.  However, the 
program soon became infamous for the way in which it was mired down by various astro-
political wranglings.  This resulted in the unexpected, yet understandable extension of the 
service lives of surviving vessels as Starfleet dealt with an erratic and inconsistent 
shipbuilding policy that would not see resolution until Kiaga’s replacement, Akyazi, entered 
service in 2286. 
 
 The last surviving example, Kostolain (DD 847), was retired in 2291, while the Kiaga 
herself (DD 820) was refurbished for inclusion in the Fleet Museum. 
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Service 
Number Active 
 
Length 
Beam 
Height 
Decks 
 

Kiaga 
Destroyer 
 
2247-91 
0 
 
112m 
104m 
25m 
6 

Mass 
 
Compliment 

48,250 metric tons 
 
48 

Armament 
 
 
Defense Systems 

3 Type VI Phaser Emitters 
2 Pulse Phaser Cannons 
1 2nd Class Torpedo Launcher 
 
Standard Deflector Shield System 
        total capacity 36,288 TerraJoules 
 
Standard Monotanium Double Hull 
2cm High Density Hull Armor  









Editor’s Annotations 
 
 
 
Ahh Kiaga.   If it hadn’t been for Akyazi, I’m not sure I’d ever have gotten to, let alone wanted to do this one.  Another creation of non-canon/fanon author Aridas Sofia, Kiaga—like a 
handful of other classes—is something of a legend in certain non-canon/fanon camps, right up there with classes such as Baton Rouge (CA), Detroyat (DH) and Anton (CA/FH).  It’s 
exposure though, has been limited in comparison to those and others, mentioned primarily in a historical context.  I found it curious though, given the mystique that gradually sprung up 
around it, that it never has garnered any serious sort of attention. 
 
Given that I went to so much trouble to integrate Akyazi into my own vision of the universe, I figured Kiaga was more of a ‘why not?’ sort of proposition.  A solid Four Years War participant, 
it fit in well with smaller, more unique classes such as Marklin and Kearsarge and didn’t really have a long, ‘illustrious’ sort of history that would give me any headaches when doing my 
own writing.  As a bonus, it set the stage well, for the entrance of specialized classes like Daytona and Valley Forge that filled the gap until Akyazi arrived on the scene. 
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