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 The product of a technological exchange between the Klingon & Romulan Empires 
as part of the Treaty of S’marba, the V-11/’Stormbird’ class Battlecruiser played an 
important transitionary role, helping the Imperial Navy to maintain fleet strength while an all 
new generation of starships was being developed. 
 
 The treaty, which was in the works for 6 years before being signed in 2268, included 
ample transfers of technology—the goal of which was to hopefully give both navies an 
edge against Starfleet and its well-documented technological superiority.  In exchange for 
superior cloaking technology and a number of S-11 class Scouts (later known in the KDF as 
the D-11/B’Rel class), the Romulans gained a large allotment of older D-6/Raxor and D-
7/Klolode class Battlecruisers.  In Imperial Navy service, they were known for a limited time 
as the V-10/Nightwing class.  The treaty, together with the tenuous alliance between the 
two powers, did however underscore greater technological cooperation than is generally 
known. 
 
 The ships transferred to the Romulans, having been stripped of their heavy disruptor 
and photon torpedo armament, were already in the process of being refitted with 
indigenously designed cloaking devices and the Romulans’ trademark plasma weaponry 
when the Klingon Defense Forces began wide-scale deployment of their D-8/K’Tinga class 
Battlecruiser.  Equipped with cutting edge S-graph engines, improved disruptors, heavy 
armor plating and improved cloaking technology based on that they gained as part of the 
aforementioned treaty, they proved highly formidable.  A report by the Tal’Shiar on the 
encounter between one of these ships and the Federation Starship Constitution (CH 1700) in 
2269 brought the class to the attention of the Navy’s High Command. 
 
 Rather than utilize established diplomatic means to gain the technological and 
engineering data developed and devised by the KDF, the Romulans resorted to more 
traditional means of subterfuge and espionage.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Due to the location of the Romulan core worlds—being uncomfortably close to the 
Federation Neutral Zone—the Imperial Navy concentrated the bulk of its shipbuilding assets 
towards the Empire’s interior, primarily in the Belak, Algorab, Haakona and Achernar star 
systems.  It was at these bases that their contingent of D-6’s and D-7’s were uprated. 
 
 The uprated design of this new ship, now designated V-11 with the codename 
‘Stormbird’, while roughly similar in design, moved further away from its Klingon relative.  The 
hull detailing was less intricate and slightly more aesthetically pleasing—featuring the 
trademark ‘bird-of-prey’ design on the ventral surface—coming at the cost of less armor 
plating.  Additionally, K’Tinga’s S-graph engines were disregarded in favor of an indigenous 
Romulan design—an intermediate one, roughly analogous to Starfleet’s LN-52 series. 
 
 Aside from those distinctions—and the fact that Plasma Torpedoes were substituted 
for Photons—Stormbird remained the same as K’Tinga, retaining identical dimensions and 
phase-disruptor armament.   
 
 Entering service beginning in late 2269, these ships were predictably loathed by 
commanders and crews alike—moreso because of their origins than any actual substantive 
qualities.  The only notable action against Starfleet they saw came in in 2276 when the 
Pillion and Hheirant assembled as part of a Romulan flotilla—one that supported the illusory 
goal of peace talks.  The deception, falling apart in short order, saw Starfleet’s contingent 
destroy Hheirant and drive off Pillion.   
 
 It was theorized by Starfleet Intelligence that the Tal’Shiar’s blatant theft of 
engineering data led to the breakdown in relations with the Klingons, though this has never 
been confirmed.  In the Battle of Klacht D’Kel Bracht (2271), a number of these ships faced 
off against their Klingon relatives – proving more fragile in combat due to their lower levels 



of armor plating, but generally superior due to slightly more powerful engines and their plasma-based heavy weaponry. 
 
 Little outside contact was made with these vessels after 2280, by which time it was assumed that various members of the Hawk starship family had reached sufficient production 
levels.  Following the withdraw of the V-8/Vas’Hatham class scout from service in 2284 (confirmed via intelligence from Project ‘Grey Ghost’), the Navy’s remaining V-11 class ships took 
over second-line support duties. 
 
 The last recorded contact was made in 2391.  The Federation freighter SS Dakota suffered instrumentation failure, which caused a navigational error, accidentally leading the ship 
across the Neutral Zone where it struck a mine.  Responding concurrently were the V-11 class Daami and the Federation Starship USS Hunley (FF 9817).  The Okinawa class ship, handily 
outgunned, sought permission to expedite repairs on the freighter and return it to Federation space, but was met with weapons fire.  Severely damaging the Starfleet ship, Admiral 
Aventeer Vokar moved to board her, but as he ordered Daami’s shields lowered, his ship itself was boarded, he was held at gunpoint and Daami ended up a captured prize.   
 
 Based on what little is known about the state of the Imperial Navy during this period, it can be reasonably estimated that the last of these battlecruisers were withdrawn by 2320 at 
the latest.



Class 
Classification 
 
Service 
Number Active 
 
Length 
Beam 
Height 
Decks 
 

V-11/’Stormbird’ 
Battlecruiser 
 
2269-2320 (est.) 
0 
 
246m 
160m 
68m 
17 
 

Mass 
 
Compliment 

491,000 metric tons 
 
502 (est.) 

Armament 
 
 
Defense Systems 

12 Standard Disruptor Cannons 
2 Heavy Disruptor Cannons 
2 Torpedo Launchers 
 
Standard Deflector Shield System 
        total capacity 105,000 TerraJoules 
 
Heavy Duranium Double Hull plus 2cm High Density Armor 



Comparison of D-8/K’Tinga (L) and V-11/Stormbird (R) 









Editor’s Annotations 
 
 
 A Romulan ship I was initially reluctant to do, I eventually came around to realizing that the V-11/’Stormbird’ was a necessary evil in the grand scheme of things – it wouldn’t exactly 
seem plausible for their Navy to jump from the classic Bird of Prey, to a whole new sophisticated family of ships without something in between, which is exactly why I positioned the V-11 
the way I did.   
 
 A FASA creation, it was generically explained as a heavily beefed-up version of the battlecruiser seen in TOS, rather than a separate class as the D-8/K’Tinga was.  I rectified this, 
calling the ships the Romulans pressed into service, the V-10/Nightwing class (which was naturally shortlived) and establishing the V-11 as a separate class as I felt it should be.  The history 
on the Klingon-Romulan Alliance (not just the Treaty of S’marba) is shaky at best, despite my research.  So with that in mind, I came up with the point about the Romulans stealing Klingon 
military information, using that to develop its own counterpart to K’Tinga and having this theft of information play a role in the breakdown of relations.   
 
 The bit about the first recorded encounter in 2276 comes from the TMP novel Honor Blade, while the bit about the last recorded encounter comes from the Lost Era novel Serpents 
Among the Ruins where it is described as the ‘Ventarix’ class (Memory Beta Entry). 
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