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 Part of the same fleet-wide modernization project that gave rise to the Akira (CB 
62497), Saber (ST 61940) and Steamrunner (CL 52130) classes—and that was also noted for 
its highly unconventional designs—the Norway class broke with the century-old, single-
nacelle destroyer design tradition and revolutionized the very concept of what a destroyer 
was and could be, its legacy going on to have a heavy influence on the later Luna (DH 
80101) class. 
 
 The proliferation of fleet pickets—perimeter action ships, light cruisers, corvettes and 
clippers—in the years following the introduction of the Saladin class (DD 500) in 2224, 
caused Starfleet to gradually let its deployment doctrine and construction programs loose 
their meaning and direction.  Larger cruisers and fleet combatants were deployed farthest 
out on extended duration exploratory and defense missions, frigates and other ‘midsized’ 
vessels carried out patrol and intelligence gathering operations in frontier and other 
borderspace regions, while smaller vessels—such as destroyers—were built often as an 
afterthought, used in low-priority or supporting roles.  As the years went by, destroyer types 
became more numerous and varied and they slowly evolved into highly specialized 
vessels, used not only in supporting roles, but also on exploratory missions and more often 
than not, they formed the first line of defense in many regions as well. 
 
 With the dawn of the 24th century however, the role of the modern destroyer 
became deemphasized in favor of larger frigates and cruisers built to a flexible ‘multi-
mission’ standard.  The primary class in service at this time was Defender (DD 22012)—a 
single-nacelle design built in the Saladin tradition, using Ambassador class components.  
Intended as a singular replacement for a number of classes built during the Linear Warp 
era, Defender was produced in great numbers and proved both more popular and more 
capable in service than the Freedom (DD 68700) class—so much so, that production was  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
canceled after just 4 years (2356-60).  Defender though had both age and a general lack 
of flexibility counting against it by 2360 however, proving Starfleet could no longer ignore 
the fact that a replacement was sorely needed. 
 
 With the Norway class, the ASDB maintained a single hull design, but instead of a 
standard saucer, the Norway’s hull was roughly triangular in shape with smooth, rounded 
corners.  At the fore end, centrally located and embedded within a recessed housing was 
the main deflector dish.  The bridge module was similarly embedded on the dorsal side of 
the hull, providing enhanced protection and contributing to a lower overall sensor profile.  
Surrounding it on three sides was a specially designed, reinforced hull section that served as 
a mounting point for the warp nacelles, which themselves were attached on support 
pylons that extended aft to some length, from the rest of the ship. 
 
 Externally, the design eschewed any sense of aesthetics in terms of strict 
functionality—though Norway was able to maintain extremely favorable warp field 
dynamics as well as enhanced agility, a destroyer hallmark to be sure.  Internally however, 
was where designers and engineers concentrated the bulk of their efforts.   
 

With a stated compliment of 190 officers and crew, a 500 person emergency 
evacuation requirement and the overall design being just 11 decks thick, the ASDB had 
their work cut out for them.  Crew accommodations were surprisingly good, atypical for a 
destroyer, though support facilities were limited.  With space remaining at a premium, 
designers opted to install two large cargo bays instead of a larger number of smaller bays.  
On a typical mission, a varied load of weapons stores, spare parts and other consumables 
occupied one of the bays while the other was used for either the transport of cargo, or for 
emergency medical use. 

 



The rest of the internal volume was occupied by science and medical facilities.  
Unusual for a ship of this type, Norway followed in the steps of the earlier Exeter (CB 2200) 
class and featured a limited, but quite robust scientific capability typified by three highly 
adaptable laboratories and an advanced (for the day) astrometrics bay—which had 
value tactically, as well as scientifically. 

 
While these multi-mission capabilities did receive a good deal of attention, Norway 

also excelled as a fleet combatant.  Her armament comprised 6 Type IX Phaser Emitters 
and 2 forward mounted MK I Torpedo Launchers, with a standard deflector shield system 
providing protection. When combined with her aforementioned speed and agility, she 
more than surpassed the Admiralty’s expectations for a next-generation destroyer. 

 
Entering service in 2363, Norway gained instant acclaim from crews and 

commanders alike for its vast improvement in accommodation standards (when 
compared to the older Defender (DD 22012) and Miranda (FH 1830) classes) as well as its 
capabilities vis-à-vis various threat force vessels—namely the V’Melak class of the Imperial 
Romulan Navy and the Galor class of the Cardassian Guard. 

 
Despite the Romulans’ self-imposed isolation following the Tomed Incident of 2311, 

the destruction of the Starship Enterprise (CH 1701-C) by several of the former at Narendra 
III in 2345 marked the beginning of a period of uncharacteristic ‘adventurism’ along the 
Neutral Zone.  During the Nostveg wargames of 2365 that took place near Khitomer, KDF 
and Starfleet forces (including the 12th Fleet’s 3rd Destroyer Squadron) were shadowed by a 
Romulan squadron operating out of the fleet base at Glasko.  Unbeknownst to the 
Romulans, the entire area was being monitored by Starbase 234.  Upon detecting the 
Romulan ships in the Neutral Zone, a covert message was sent to the USS Defiance (DH 
64927) who subsequently transferred the data to the IKV Lukara, lead ship of the KDF’s 11th 
Strike Group.  Breaching the Neutral Zone from two separate directions, the Romulans 
attempted to retreat back into their own space, but were caught in a modified pincer 
maneuver and quickly destroyed. 

 
The Cardassians on the other hand did not bother to waste effort disguising their 

activities.  Hostilities between the Federation and the Union remained white-hot right up to 
the establishment of a ceasefire in 2366.  In 2365, a mere 7 months following the Nostveg 
incident with the Romulans, a supply convoy departing the Federation colony world of 
Ronara Prime was attacked and destroyed by a Cardassian battle group.  The incident, 
recorded by the nearby Argus Array, prompted the massing of the 9th Fleet at Starbase 129.  
The 2nd and 5th Destroyer squadrons were detached and sent to the area of the Hugora 
Nebula, where the USS Denmark (DH 64908) and USS Olympia (DH 64911) discovered that 
the Cardassians had established a base on a small asteroid inside the nebula from which 
covert reconnaissance and other activities were coordinated.   

 
While surveying the area, the Cardassians emerged and executed a lightning strike—

destroying the Olympia and severely damaging Denmark before 7th fleet arrived, 
destroying the asteroid base and either destroying or driving off the bulk of the battle 
group. 

 
Subsequent to Starfleet’s first contact with the Borg in 2365 (in system J-25 by the 

Starship Enterprise (CH 1701-D)), a great deal of Starfleet’s emphasis shifted to developing 

and employing a viable defense.  In 2367, despite being combat proven, no Norway class 
ships were diverted to Wolf 359 to face the invading Borg cube—Starfleet instead electing 
to deploy larger ships including the Ambassador class USS Yamaguchi (CH 26510) and the 
Nebula class USS Endeavor (CA 71805). 

 
 
With the ultimate failure of the New Orleans (FR 57290) class—and its removal from 

front line service by 2368—Norway gained an additional measure of importance.  Still 
primarily operating with the 9th (2nd & 5th Squadrons) and 12th (3rd Squadron) fleets along 
the Cardassian DMZ in 2373, they were witness to the Cardassian slaughter of the Maquis in 
August and were central to a massive rescue operation in October when the Cardassian 
Guard—backed by the Jem’Hadar—embarked on their ‘Final Solution’ for the Maquis, 
exterminating what was left of the paramilitary group, leaving just 400,000 survivors. 

 
They played a key role in the subsequent war between the Federation Alliance and 

Dominion—faring much better than older classes such as Miranda (FH 1830) and Excelsior 
(CH 2000).  With speed and maneuverability being just two of Norway’s strong points, these 
destroyers often found themselves leading ‘cavalry raids’ and performing hit-and-run strikes 
against various targets alongside ships of the Defiant (DD 74205) class.  Along with the fleet 
as a whole, the Norway class suffered heavy losses in late 2375—the Olympia (DH 64911) 
and Iowa (DH 64912) lost with all hands at the Second Battle of Chin’Toka while the 
Defiance (DH 64927), North Carolina (DH 64910) and Warspite (DH 64913) were destroyed 
when Starbase 451 was overrun. 

 
As part of Starfleet’s overall defensive/offensive buildup following the war, the 

Norway class received tactical (Type X Phasers, MK II Torpedo Launchers) upgrades in 2380 
along with computer and propulsion (to support Quantum Slipstream) upgrades in 2386.  
Despite expanded production of the Defiant (DD 74205) class beginning in 2378 and the 
introduction of the Valiant (DD 98940) and Galant (DH 92410) classes in 2390 and 2392 
respectively, Norway class production continued—officials citing the high number of elderly 
Miranda class ships that needed to be replaced.   

 
With the proliferation of Valiant and Galant plus other frigate (Lancer/FH 74900) and 

cruiser (Intrepid/CL 74600; Dauntless/CA 101000) classes since then, production of Norway 
was terminated earlier this year (05 March) with the most recent examples produced 
expected to be retired by 2497 at the latest. 

 
Norway’s legacy however, will continue to live on with the Luna (DH 80100) class.  

Introduced in 2379, Luna was intended to moderate the growing militarism within the fleet.  
Originally intended as a light troop transport/shuttlecarrier, the success of Norway in various 
scientific roles—even given its suite of onboard facilities and systems—convinced Starfleet 
Command of the value a ship with these capabilities would have.  Indeed, thanks to the 
pioneering work of Norway, Luna currently stands at the forefront of Starfleet’s scientific 
and exploratory endeavors as one of the most advanced vessels of its type currently 
fielded.



Class 
Classification 
 
Service 
Number Active 
 
Length 
Beam 
Height 
Decks 
 

Norway 
Heavy Destroyer 
 
2363- 
204 
 
355m 
220m 
51m 
12 

Mass 
 
Compliment 

604,958 metric tons 
 
185; 500 evac. limit 

Armament 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Defense Systems 

2363-2380 
6 Type IX Phaser Emitters 
2 MK I Torpedo Launchers 
 
2380- 
6 Type X Phaser Emitters 
2 MK II Torpedo Launchers 
 
Standard Deflector Shield System 
        total capacity 945,500 TerraJoules 
 
Standard Duranium/Tritianium Single Hull 





Editor’s Annotations
 
 
The Norway was another one of those classes I didn’t exactly plan to do, but which grew on me as time went on.  As far as the combat history goes, that was probably the most difficult 
to come up with – the Romulans becoming ‘adventurous’ along the Neutral Zone stretching the bounds of credibility, but not by much.  Norway’s record during the Dominion War was 
something I had to come up with as well.  The class was the only one of those that appeared in First Contact that didn’t subsequently appear in DS9.  According to information at 
Memory Alpha (read here), Norway’s CGI file was either lost or corrupted sometime after the end of DS9’s sixth season. 
 
As with other older designs, I had originally planned to have Norway removed from service after the war’s end, in either 2378 or 79.  However, the sheer number of Miranda class ships 
that were removed left a gap that I felt was too large to leave open.  Keeping Norway in service as well as production of uprated examples (with improved weapons and Quantum 
Slipstream propulsion) would seem to fall in line with Starfleet’s gradual shift back towards a militaristic posture as well.
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