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The first modern ship class of the Romulan Imperial Navy to be encountered since the infa-

mous Tomed Incident in 2311, the massive D’Deridex class warbird was a marked departure 

from past Romulan starship designs and would be the largest such class developed and 

launched. 

 

Due to the Romulans‟ notoriously secretive nature and the fact they remained in self-

imposed isolation prior to the first outside encounter with one of these vessels, relatively little 

is known about their development history—though from observing their capabilities leading 

up to and during the Dominion War, it‟s speculated they entered service around 2347. 

 

The design itself in uniquely Romulan—styled like a large, predatory bird and making use of 

the double hull concept pioneered towards the end of the 23rd Century.  Warp Nacelles 

were positioned to port and starboard sandwiched between the hull sections, with the 

massive forward „head‟ section housing command & control, engineering and related sup-

port facilities as well as crew accommodations. 

 

Unlike Starfleet, the Klingon Defense Force and nearly every other galactic power, the Rom-

ulans did not use matter/anti-matter reaction systems for power generation and faster-than

-light (FTL) propulsion.   Instead, they opted to use forced quantum singularities which held 

the promise of providing a nearly unlimited amount of power, but have so far been un-

proven in their capability.   

 

Despite the ship‟s size, its unconventional power source and a formidable armament—

heavy disruptors + plasma torpedos—it remained somewhat inferior to comparable ship 

designs from the Federation (Galaxy) and Klingon Empire (Vor’Cha), even the Gorn—who‟s 

massive BH-62 type dated back to 2283.  The warbirds by comparison, were somewhat slow 

& less maneuverable, were lightly shielded and their weapons didn‟t have as formidable a 

range as their Federation or Klingon counterparts. 

 

Nevertheless, this was of little concern to the Navy and others, as the Empire‟s foreign policy 

remained fundamentally introverted and clouded in secrecy.  It wasn‟t until the Dominion  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

emerged as a viable galactic threat, that these weaknesses gained new prominence.   

 

In 2371, 5 warbirds were procured by the Tal‟Shiar, fitted with unknown modifications and 

together with a force of Cardassian Keldon class Heavy Cruisers, attempted to destroy the 

Founders supposed homeworld in the Omarion Nebula.  Soon after launching their opening 

volley, a force of Jem‟Hadar attack ships emerged from nearby and ambushed the ar-

mada.  Lovok, the Tal‟Shiar Colonel leading the Romulan contingent had previously been 

assassinated and replaced by a Founder who had led them to a planet which the Foun-

ders themselves had already evacuated. 

 

As it did with Starfleet vessels, the Dominion‟s phased poloron weaponry penetrated the 

Romulan shields with ease and due to the small size and impressive maneuverability of the 

Jem‟Hadar attackers, the Romulans were handily outgunned and all 5 ships were subse-

quently destroyed. 

 

Ships of the class fared little better 3 years later when the Romulans joined the Federation 

Alliance against the Dominion.  Their plasma torpedos proved useful against larger Domin-

ion, Cardassian and Breen warships, but many continued to be destroyed including the 

Navy‟s prized flagship D’ridthau, at the Battle of Cardassia. 

 

The aftermath of the Dominion War saw the D’Deridex’s poor performance serve as the 

catalyst for a more aggressive shipbuilding policy.  In mid 2378  when the Norexan class en-

tered service, a refit program was designed for the now 31 year old class that would equip 

it with among other things, the latest in propulsion technology, more advanced disruptors, 

a brand new deflector shield system and an experimental interphasic “Phase” cloak.   

 

The coup later that year led by Shinzon of Remus and the political instability that followed 

set the refit plans back a year until late 2379.  When the Imperial Romulan State broke 

away from the Star Empire, it is estimated that the Star Empire retained the bulk of these 

warbirds.   



It is unknown how many survived the Hobus supernova disaster later in 2387, but various in-

telligence sources have estimated it to be at least 2-3 times the number of newer Norexan 

class vessels. 

 

The Navy had planned to cease production of these ships around 2388 and begin a grad-

ual retirement of the class by 2395 at the latest, but the aforementioned disaster had a pro-

found fleet-wide impact and it‟s now estimated that existing warbirds will have to remain in 

service until 2420, by which time it‟s projected that the Scimitar, Star Hawk and other 

classes will have reached sufficient in-service levels. 

 

 



Class 

Classification 

 

Service 

Number Active 

 

Length 

Beam 

Height 

Decks 

 

Mass 

 

Compliment 

D‟Deridex 

Battleship 

 

2347-  (est.) 

Unknown 

 

1353m 

772m 

285m 

82 

 

4,320,000 metric tons 

 

1500 

Armament 

 

 

Defense Systems 

10 Heavy Disruptor Cannons 

4 Torpedo Launcher 

 

High Capacity Deflector Shield System,  

 total capacity 2,295,500 TerraJoules 

 

Standard Duranium/Tritanium Double Hull plus 11cm  High Density Armor 





Editor’s Annotations 
 

A signature design by Trek luminary Andrew Probert, the D’Deridex class was designed as the new Romulan „standard bearer‟ for TNG.  Unfortunately, this only serves to underscore the 

treatment of Romulans as an afterthought since the very beginning of Trek—as we‟ve seen comparatively little of this ship throughout TNG and usually when we did, it was only in minor 

capacities.  With the advent of DS9 and the Dominion War, things got worse—the D’Deridex being reduced to little more than cannon fodder! 

 

That really gets me angry.  Probert‟s design is both beautiful and aggressive and according to the man himself, it‟s also quite huge (1353m in length), much moreso than any Federation, 

Klingon ship and second only to the Dominion‟s Battleship (the massive 4800m long machinations seen in the DS9 finale).  With it‟s exotic quantum singularity power source, it should at 

the very least, be on par with the best Federation and Klingon designs, if not markedly superior in one or more areas.  However, according to both screen and print sources, the D’De-

ridex has been saddled with just about every possible indignity—it‟s slow, under protected and absurdly under-armed for it‟s size. 

 

What I‟ve tried to do in my description is restore some semblance of dignity to the design.  I‟ve downplayed their inadequacies and tied them directly to the Romulans‟ foreign policy—

which up to their entry into the Dominion War, was heavily influence by their own isolationism.  In contrast, I‟ve played up the „promise‟ of Quantum Singularities as power sources and 

also bulked up the armament—though not by much, as the design limits the possible locations of disruptor & torpedo emplacements.  I also came up with the idea of a post-war refit 

program which makes incredible sense given their wartime performance and also keeps them on par with Starfleet and the KDF.   

 

Retaining them in service following the Hobus supernova disaster would be a necessity IMO—the implied level of devastation pretty much wiping out the Imperial Navy‟s research, de-

velopment and production abilities amongst other things. 
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